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Disclaimer
Every possible effort has been made to ensure that the information and specifications in this manual
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1 Executive Summary
As the Consumer Electronics Industry in Australia seeks to adopt the key principles of ECR there is
increased demand for improved data capture at all points of the supply chain. This should be a key
objective for all trading partners if they are to effectively meet their company’s needs and exceed
customers’ expectations.

The efficient servicing of customers is the process of supplying the right products, right quantity, right
price and right quality at the right time and place with a minimum of effort. The benefits are the
avoidance of wasted effort, measured in terms of low cost and high levels of customer service.

Achieving efficiency in the management of the supply chain relies on having fast, accurate and timely
information about production, distribution and consumption. The need for a highly responsive supply
chain is driving forward the development of communication techniques. Technologies such as
automatic data capture (through the use of bar coding or RFID), electronic messaging, and data
synchronisation are essential for this communication. Any company serious about exploiting the
concepts and practices of supply chain management must be competent in the use of these
technologies. Nothing is more central to the effectiveness of a supply chain than the ability to transmit
accurate, relevant, understandable and timely information among its participants.

These recommendations for best practice encompass the main requirements of the Australian
Consumer Electronics Industry. Adoption of these recommendations should bring improved business
efficiency and effectiveness for all companies within the supply chain.

These guidelines are a recommendation only. Before implementation please consult your trading
partners for specific requirements above and beyond this document.
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2 Introduction and Overview
The GS1 System originated in the United States and was established in 1973 by the Uniform Code
Council (UCC), now known as GS1 US. The UCC adopted a 12-digit identification number, and the
first identification numbers and bar codes in open trade were being scanned in 1974.

Following the success of the UCC System, the European Article Numbering Association (now known
as GS1), was established in 1977 to develop a compatible system for use outside North America.

Today, full global compatibility is achieved through the use of the Global Trade Item Number (GTIN),
an 8, 12, 13, or 14-digit number that is unique worldwide. The GS1 System is designed for use in any
industry or trade sector, at all levels of manufacturing and distribution. In Australia, major system
adopters include the grocery, health, steel, hardware, consumer electronics, furniture, meat and
telecommunications industries. The GS1 System is even used for fire brigades and electricity
generators.

The following information contains guidelines on how to number and bar code trade items using the
GS1 standards for the Australian Consumer Electronics Industry.

The versatility of the GS1 System provides users with various numbering and bar coding options. It is
left to the discretion of manufacturers and suppliers to decide which option is suitable to their business
needs and those of their trading partners.

2.1 Who is GS1 Australia
GS1 Australia is part of the not-for-profit GS1 global organisation and locally administers the
GS1 System in Australia.

Created to help Australian business enterprises to become more efficient, GS1 Australia’s
fundamental role is to allocate GS1 Identification Numbers, maintaining internationally accepted
trading standards. This in turn allows Australian organisations to adopt world’s best practice supply
chain management techniques.

Today, over 1 million member companies, serviced by offices in 108 countries, use the GS1 standards
as part of their daily business communications, representing over five billion scanning transactions
a day.

The today’s GS1 Australia organisation was formed in 1978 as the Australian Product Numbering
Association (APNA), which was named EAN Australia from 1993 to 2005.

2.2 The GS1 System
The GS1 System permits organisations of any size to order, track, trace, deliver and pay for goods
across the supply chain, anywhere in the world.

As illustrated in the Figure 1 on page 5, GS1 Solutions and Services using the GS1 System include:

GS1 Identification Keys: GS1 Identification Keys are the keys to accessing information about a
product (or any physical or non physical item) on a computer file. The numbers are unique, non
significant and global. They can be allocated to trade items, logistic units, locations, assets,
shipments, consignments, documents and service relationships. The main elements of the numbering
system are GTIN, SSCC, GLN and the Attribute Data. Please contact GS1 Australia for a full list of a
GS1 Identification Keys.


