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Australia’s transport and logistics 
industry is worth more than 
$57 billion. It plays a massive part 
in the nation’s overall competitiveness
and economic performance and, 
as it crosses many other industry 
sectors, it is uniquely placed to 
benefit from supply chain 
management best practice.

By improving the efficiency and 
effectiveness of transport and 
logistics supply chain operations, 
entire supply chains are also improved.
In addition the transport and logistics 
industry can reap considerable 
benefits by using information and 
communications technology (ICT) 
already adopted by many of its 
customer base to form an integrated,
seamless freight flow, fully optimising
existing supply chain processes and 
standards.

The GS1 System is a globally recog-
nised system of standards that 
permits organisations of any size 
to order, track and trace, deliver and
pay for goods across the supply 
chain, anywhere in the world.  

Your trading partners and industry colleagues
invite you to embrace a system that will save 
the Australian Transport and Logistics industry 
millions of dollars every year and boost your 
bottom line. 

Based on innovative, proven tech-
nology, the GS1 System has already 
been tested and implemented in 
Australia’s retail, grocery, and liquor 
industries with fresh produce, 
hardware, appliances, health, 
defence, and automotive aftermarket
industries following close behind.

In 2003 the Department of Transport
and Regional Services (DOTARS) and
the Australian Logistics Council (ALC)
formally endorsed the GS1 System of
standards (formally known as EAN•UCC
system). Following this, a grant was 
obtained for a project called 
‘Demonstrating The Benefits Of 
Adopting Global EAN•UCC Standards
By Logistics Service Providers In The 
Retail Grocery & General Merchandise
Supply Chain’, through the Information
Technology Online (ITOL) program, 
which is managed by the Department
of Communications, Information 
Technology and The Arts (DCITA). This
Call to Action is part of that project. 

To ensure the GS1 System manages 
the specific challenges of the transport
and logistics industry in Australia,

representatives from across the 
industry supply chain have 
developed ‘The Australian Transport
and Logistics Industry Numbering 
and Bar-coding Guidelines’.  These 
manufacturers, suppliers, transport 
providers, and retailers have also 
begun piloting the GS1 System 
of standards as a key enabler for 
productivity improvement and 
supply chain optimisation within 
their businesses.

The results clearly identify that 
benefits are attainable but the industry
must come together to ensure a 
consistent approach. For this reason 
members of the pilot program are 
keen to see rapid implementation 
of the GS1 System across the entire 
industry. 

With this call to action, they invite 
you to join them in implementing 
the GS1 System of standards. 

By adopting the GS1 System, your 
business will make substantial savings,
but most of all, through supply chain
optimisation and keeping pace with
trading partners, you can face the 
future with confidence.

A call to Action...

We announce to the Australian 
transport and logistics industry that
we are committed to adopting the 
GS1 System as a pivotal component
in improving supply chain operations
throughout entire supply chains. 

Accordingly, we call upon all
industry participants to join us 
and commence their preparation 
for implementing these standards. 

The GS1 System provides international
standards for item identification 
(for products, shipments, locations, 
or assets), data capture, electronic 
messaging, and data synchronisation.
These standards are also being 
enhanced and expanded to reflect 
future business needs and advances
in technology such as radio frequency
identification (RFID). 

Through the automation of business
processes, the GS1 System drives 
increasingly fast, efficient and 
accurate flow of information between
trading partners, factors that are 
fundamental to the success of any 
business. 

More than 1 million companies use 
the GS1 System to carry out billions 

of transactions across 155 countries 
every day: it is the most widely used 
standards system in the world. 

The GS1 System is administered 
locally by GS1 Australia, a not-for-
profit organisation created to help 
Australian businesses become 
more efficient.

The benefits of the GS1 System

With industry wide adoption of 
the GS1 System, we anticipate the 
following benefits: 
•   Better use of existing information 
    communication technology 
    (ICT) investment
•   Improved traceability
• Reduced cost of accounts receivable
• Reduced volume and cost of credits
• Increased speed and reduced errors
    through process improvement 
    and automation
•   Improved stocktaking and stock 
    handling
•   Real time information

The key achievements thus far: 

• Developed ‘ The Australian Transport
and Logistics Industry Numbering

    and Bar-coding Guidelines’
• Pilot implementation program
•   Two case studies resulting from 
    the pilot implementation program
• Scheduled an industry awareness
    and education program
•   Formed industry ‘working group’, 

chaired by GS1 Australia, to ensure
industry ownership of the proposed

    implementation roll-out of the 
    standards

We strongly encourage the Australian
transport and logistics industry to 
consider the business imperatives to
improve supply chain management 
practices in our industry by adopting
the GS1 System of standards. 

GS1 System – the largest 
supply chain standards 
system in the world

GS1 System – connecting 
the Australian transport 
and logistics industry

Your decision to be part of the global GS1 System gives you the support of the transport and logistics industry 
and GS1 Australia. You will be offered expert guidance every step of the way to fully enable the successful 
implementation of the GS1 System.

How to join us
Follow these simple steps to successful GS1 System implementation: 

1.   Understand how the GS1 System works by 
visiting GS1 Australia’s website at www.gs1au.org

2.   Join GS1 Australia. Application forms can be 
      downloaded from www.gs1au.org 

3.   Discover the potential applications and benefits 
      of the GS1 System in optimising supply chain
      management within the transport and logistics
      industry.  ‘The Australian Transport and Logistics 

Remember expert help from GS1 Australia is only a phone call away. You can contact the GS1 Australia 
Member and Industry Support Department on 1300 366 033 or via email at gs1aust@gs1au.org

      Industry Numbering and Bar-coding Guidelines’, 
      provides an easy-to-read overview and can be 
      downloaded from www.gs1au.org  

4.   Talk to your trading partners about implementing
      the GS1 System. 

5.   Consider integrating the GS1 System with your 
current information systems for seamless, efficient

      ordering, invoicing and stock control.

“The ALC recommends the adoption of the GS1 System of standards 
to optimise Australia’s transport and logistics operations and meet 
international best practice. This includes meeting regulations covering
the traceability and security of goods transported. 

The transport and logistics industry is ideally placed to integrate these 
standards and truly maximise the trading benefits for our industries 
future as this is a globally recognised system and already used by many 
of our trading partners in retail, supply, and purchasing. For example, GS1 
business messaging and bar codes simplify many time-consuming and 
costly processes that quickly eat into profit margin. GS1 Australia, the local 
administrators of the GS1 System, are experienced in helping Australian 
industries like ours to optimise supply chain operations and maximise 
return on investment. “ 

- Mr Hal Morris, Executive Director of the Australian Logistics Council. 
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